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Dansk Vestindien - Historisk baggrund
De Vestindiske Qer (Dansk Vestindien) er
betegnelsen for Danmark-Norges besid-
delser i Caribien, nemlig de tre ger Sankt
Thomas, Sankt Jan og Sankt Croix samt
en del mindre ubeboede holme og skeer.
Jerne var i dansk-norsk besiddelse fra hen-
holdsvis 1666, 1718 og 1733, indtil de blev
solgt til USA den 31. marts 1917.

Dansk Vestindien er en interessant del af
danmarkshistorien, og den startede i re-
aliteten i 1672, da danskerne sendte en lille
flade ud mod Vestindien og kom til den stort
set ubeboede @ St. Thomas. Man gik i land,
satte et flag pa stranden og erklaerede, at
nu var St. Thomas en dansk koloni. Da der
var gaet nogle ar, ville man gerne udvide
sit omrade, og derfor erklaerede man ogsa
den lille g St. Jan gst for St. Thomas som en
del af kolonien.

St. Jan og St. Thomas er begge meget bjerg-
rige, og derfor er der ikke ingen af disse
to ger, der egner sig specielt godt til suk-
kerdyrkning. Danskerne fik senere lov til at
kebe @en St. Croix af Frankrig, og denne
@ er helt anderledes end St. Thomas og
St. Jan. St. Croix, der er pa stgrrelse med
den danske @ Mgn, og har en meget stor
og frugtbar slette pa midten af gen, som
egner sig til at dyrke sukkerrgr. Arbejds-
kraften pa gerne var slaver, som danskerne
farst og fremmest havde hentet i Afrika.
Der blev ogsa kebt slaver pa de andre ger i
Caribien, men de fleste ca. 110.000 slaver
blev sejlet over pa danske skibe fra Afrika
til Vestindien. Forholdene pa slaveskibene
var meget raedselsfulde. Manglen pa mad
og vand i kombination med forskellige syg-
domme betad, at ca. hver femte slave dgde
inden de naede frem til Vestindien. Selvom

(Translated by Chris King)

Danish West Indies Historical background
The West Indies (Danish West Indies) was
the name for the Danish-Norwegian pos-
sessions in the Caribbean, namely the three
islands of St Thomas, St Jan and St Croix
and a number of smaller uninhabited islets
and skerries. The islands were in Danish-
Norwegian possession from 1666, 1718
and 1733 until they were sold to the USA
on 31 March 1917.

The Danish West Indies is an interesting
part of Danish history, and it actually start-
ed in 1672 when the Danes sent a small
fleet to the West Indies and arrived at the
largely uninhabited island of St Thomas.
They landed, put a flag on the beach and
declared that St Thomas was now a Danish
colony. After a few years, they wanted to
expand their territory, so they also declared
the small island of St Jan east of St Thomas
as part of the colony.

St Jan and St Thomas are both very moun-
tainous, so neither of these two islands is
particularly suitable for sugar cultivation.
The Danes were later allowed to buy the
island of St Croix from France and this is-
land is completely different from St Thomas
and St Jan. St Croix, which is the size of
the Danish island of Mgn, has a very large
and fertile plain in the centre of the island
that is suitable for growing sugar cane.
The labour force on the islands was slaves,
which the Danes had primarily imported
from Africa. Slaves were also bought on the
other islands in the Caribbean, but most
of the approximately 110,000 slaves were
shipped on Danish ships from Africa to the
West Indies. Conditions on the slave ships
were appalling. The lack of food and wa-
ter combined with various diseases meant
that around one in five slaves died before
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England afskaffede slaveriet i 1807, skete
det forst Danmark og Dansk Vestindien i
1848 efter et slaveoprar.

| anden halvdel af 1800-tallet var der for-
skellige initiativer til at fa gerne solgt til
USA. Det lykkes af forskellige grunde ikke,
men efter udbruddet af forste verdenskrig
henvendte USA sig igen til Danmark og ville
nu gerne kebe gerne. USA kgbte de tre
sma ger St. Thomas, St. Jan og St. Croix
den 31. marts 1917 mod en betaling pa 25
mill. dollar.

| salgstraktaten fra 1917 stod der blandt
andet, at alle papirer og indbo, der var i of-
fentlige bygninger i Dansk Vestindien, ikke
var omfattet af salget. De havde ingen inter-
esse for USA eller den lokale befolkning - sa
dette tog danskerne med hjem til Danmark.
Det betyder, at alle kilderne til gernes histo-
rie for 1917 findes pa Rigsarkivet i Kgben-
havn. | forbindelse med 100-ars jubilaeet
for salget af gerne er alle parpirer blevet
digitaliseret, og det betyder nu, at alle har
uhindret adgang til dette kildemateriale.

Posten fra Dansk Vestindien

| tiden indtil 1755 foregik postbefordrin-
gen til og fra Dansk Vestindien med private
skibe uden offentlig indblanding. Efter 1755
blev der etableret en fast forbindelse mel-
lem England og St. Thomas. Breve med
transitstempler kendes, men lokale post-
stempler pa St. Thomas blev fgrst lanceret
af det britiske postvaesen under den britiske
besaettelse i 1809.

Dansk Vestindiens egentlige posthisto-
rie begynder med det reglement for Post-
vaesenet pa Dansk Vestindien, der blev ud-
stedt i form at en Kongelig Placat fra 1. no-
vember 1781. Bekendtggrelsen foreskrev, at
bade private og offentligere breve fremover
skulle befordres mere sikkert og ordentligt
end hidtil imellem Danmark og de danske
ger i Vestindien. Den gvrige post méatte som
hidtil sendes med skibe, der lejlighedsvis
anlgb gerne.

reaching the West Indies. Although Great
Britain abolished slavery in 1807, Denmark
and the Danish West Indies did not do so
until 1848 after a slave revolt.

In the second half of the 19th century, there
were various initiatives to sell the islands to
the USA. For various reasons, these did not
succeed, but after the outbreak of the First
World War, the USA approached Denmark
again wanting to buy the islands. The USA
bought the three small islands of St Thom-
as, St Jan and St Croix on 31 March 1917
for a payment of 25 million dollars.

The sales treaty from 1917 stated, among
other things, that all papers and contents
that were in public buildings in the Danish
West Indies were not included in the sale.
They were of no interest to the USA or the
local population, so the Danes took them
home to Denmark. This means that all the
sources for the history of the islands before
1917 can be found at the Danish National
Archives in Copenhagen. In connection
with the 100th anniversary of the sale of the
islands, all documentation has been digi-
tised, which means that everyone now has
unhindered access to this source material.

Mail from the Danish West Indies

Until 1755, mail was transported to and
from the Danish West Indies by private
ships without government interference. Af-
ter 1755, a permanent link was established
between Great Britain and St Thomas. Let-
ters with transit postmarks are known, but
local postmarks on St Thomas were first
introduced by the British postal service in
1809 during the British occupation.

The actual postal history of the Danish West
Indies began with the Regulations for the
Post Office in the Danish West Indies, which
was issued in the form of a Royal Notice on
1 November 1781. The order stipulated
that both private and official letters were to
be transported more safely and properly
between Denmark and the Danish islands
in the West Indies than before. Other mail
had to be sent by ships that occasionally
called at the islands, as previously.
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Ud over dette fremgar det ogsa, at der i
Kgbenhavn og pa alle tre ger skulle ind-
rettes brevkontorer ved hver toldbod, og
at posten imellem de i alt fire poststeder
var omfattet af denne bekendtggrelse. Pa
disse brevkontorer blev alle dokumenter
og breve modtaget og udleveret.

For afrejse fra et af de fire poststeder
skulle skibskaptajnen henvende sig pa
brevkontoret for at afhente post og et
postbevis. P4 den made kunne man kon-
trollere de forngdne tilladelser forud for
afsejling. Brevene blev transporteret og
afleveret i en forseglet saek.

Taksten for breve mellem gerne var 5
vestindiske styvere (1 styver = 1 1/3
cents) og taksten til Danmark var 10
vestindiske styvere. Der var portofrihed
for statens breve, og skibsrederen skulle
kun betale halv porto for de breve, han
fik fragtet med egne skibe. Skibsrederen
modtog i gvrigt ingen betaling for at frag-
te posten.

Denne ordning var dog ingen succes, idet
en stor del af breve bragtes ad private ka-
naler fra sted til sted.

Mange har i gvrigt den opfattelse, at de
fleste breve til Europa blev sendt med
danske skibe, men antallet af danske
skibe, der sejlede mellem Dansk Vestindi-
en og Danmark, var meget begreenset. En
stor del af posten fra Dansk Vestindien blev
ekspederet af det engelske postveesen og
senere ogsa via franske og tyske skibe.

Under Napoleonskrigene blev gerne be-
sat af engleenderne, der oprettede pro-
visoriske postkontorer pa St. Thomas og
St. Croix. Danmark var selvfglgelig uden
forbindelse med Dansk Vestindien under
den engelske besaettelse, og transporten
af post og varer fandt derfor naesten ude-
lukkende sted med engelske skibe, isser
orlogsskibe, der sejlede til England.

In addition to this, it also stated that post of-
fices were to be set up in Copenhagen and
on all three islands at each customs office,
and that mail between the four post offices
in total was covered by this order. All docu-
ments and letters were received and deliv-
ered at these post offices.

Before departure, a ship’s captain had to go
to the post office to collect mail and a postal
certificate. This way, the necessary authori-
sations could be checked prior to sailing.
The letters were transported and delivered
in a sealed bag.

The rate for letters between the islands was
5 West Indian stuivers (1 Stuiver =1 1/3 US
cents = 2 skilling) and the rate to Denmark
was 10 West Indian Stuivers. Postage was
free for government letters, and the ship-
owner had to pay only half postage for the
letters he had transported on his own ships.
The shipowner did not receive any payment
for transporting the mail.

However, this arrangement was not a suc-
cess, as a large proportion of letters were
carried privately from place to place.

Many believe that most letters to Europe
were sent by Danish ships, but the number
of Danish ships travelling between the Dan-
ish West Indies and Denmark was very lim-
ited. Much of the mail from the Danish West
Indies was dispatched by the British postal
service and later also via French and Ger-
man ships.

During the Napoleonic Wars, the islands
were occupied by the British, who set up
provisional post offices on St Thomas and
St Croix. Of course, Denmark had no con-
nection with the Danish West Indies during
the British occupation, and the transport of
mail and goods was therefore almost exclu-
sively carried out by British ships, especial-
ly warships sailing to Great Britain.

In the period after the peace settlement in
1815, mail to Europe was still predominant-

388



| perioden efter fredsafslutningen i 1815
blev posten til Europa fortsat overve-
jende sendt med engelske skibe. Posten
blev enten sent som "Packet Letters” eller
som "Ship Letters”. ”Packet letters” blev
befordret pa reguleere britiske postskibe,
der blev betalt af det engelske postvaesen.
Fra 1817 kostede det 1 Shilling 3 d [pence]
+ indlandsportoen til London. Ship Letters
blev befordret af almindelige private skibe.

ly sent by British ships. The mail was either
sent as ‘Packet Letters’ or ‘Ship Letters’.
‘Packet letters were carried on regular Brit-
ish mail ships that were paid for by the Brit-
ish Post Office. From 1817 it cost 1/3d (1
shilling and threepence] + inland postage to
London. Ship Letters were carried by ordi-
nary private ships. From 1815, this postage
was charged at 6 pence, plus a ‘Captain’s
Fee’ of 2 pence. To this was added the in-

land postage from the port of arrival to Lon-
don (Letter A1, T. Gade).

— Denne portotakst blev fra 1815 takseret til
6 pence, samt en "Captain Fee” pa 2 pence.
Hertil kom sa indlandsportoen fra udskibnings-
havnen til London. (Brev — A1, T. Gade.)
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Figur A1. Skibsbrev sendt med privat skib til Danmark, for Royal Mail Steam Packet blev etableret
i 1842. Brevet er sendt fra St. Croix til Cork (COVE) i Irland. Portoen fra St. Croix til Cork er betalt
kontant. Poststemplet "Post Paid” blev pafort pa det lokale postkontor i Cork og 2 S 11 d er det
belab, der blev betalt i Cork af skibets kaptajn, for at brevet blev sendt videre fra Cork til Altona.
Modtageren her matte betale 13 lybske skilling omregnet til 42 danske skilling, som udger portoen
fra Altona til Kebenhavn. (T.Gade)

Figure A1. Ship’s letter sent by private ship to Denmark before the Royal Mail Steam Packet was
established in 1842. The letter was sent from St Croix to Cork (Cobh) in Ireland. The postage from
St. Croix to Cork was paid in cash. The handstamp ‘Post Paid’ was applied at the local post office in
Cork and 2/11d is the amount paid in Cork by the ship’s captain to forward the letter from Cork to
Altona. The recipient had to pay 13 Liibeck schilling, converted to 42 Danish skilling, which was the
postage from Altona to Copenhagen (T. Gade).
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| den efterfalgende periode frem til 1842
blev naesten alle breve til Danmark sendt
med danske skibe. Frem til 1807 kendes der
to breve sendt til Kebenhavn. Det ene brev
er fra 1739 og det andet fra 1748, og begge
breve er sendt til Kgbenhavn. | perioden
efter den engelske besaettelse og frem til
1842 anslar man, at der er mindre end 30
breve bevaret sendt med danske skibe til
Danmark (brev A2, M. Kewriga.)

In the subsequent period until 1842, almost
all letters to Denmark were sent by Dan-
ish ships. Before 1807, two letters sent to
Copenhagen are known. One letter is from
1739 and the other from 1748. In the period
after the British occupation up to 1842, it
is estimated that less than 30 letters sent
by Danish ships to Denmark have survived.
(Letter A2, M. Kewriga.)

L

Figur A2. Det tidligste registrerede brev fra Dansk Vestindien i privateje. Brevet er sendt med dansk
skib fra Christiansveern (senere Christiansted) den 23.september 1748 til Kebenhavn. Der er ingen
portopategninger pa brevet. De fa breve, der eksisterer fra denne periode, befinder sig naesten alle
i Postmuseet eller i arkiver pa Rigsarkivet i Kebenhavn. (M.Kewriga)

Figure A2. The earliest recorded letter from the Danish West Indies in private ownership. The let-
ter was sent by Danish ship from Christiansveern (later Christiansted) on 23 September 1748 to
Copenhagen. There are no postal markings on the letter. The few letters that exist from this period
are almost all in the Danish Postal Museum or in archives at the Danish National Archives in Copen-

hagen (M. Kewriga).
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Engleenderne etablerede i 1842 Royal Mail
Steam Company, RMSP. Samtidig blev der
ogsa oprettet et britisk postagentur pa St.
Thomas, hvorfra det var muligt at sende
post med RMSP til andre vestindiske ger, til
Nord-og Sydamerika samt til Europa.

Portotaksten til Danmark var en del hgjere
end de danske portotakster, men der afgik
flere skibe om maneden fra St. Thomas il
England, idet der kunne ga maneder mel-
lem de danske skibe sejlede mellem gerne
og Kebenhavn. Efter etableringen af RMSP
blev de fleste breve sendt med disse skibe
til Danmark (Brev A3, T. Gade.)

In 1842, the British established the Royal
Mail Steam Packet Company, RMSP. At
the same time, a British postal agency was
also established on St Thomas, from where
it was possible to send mail with RMSP to
other West Indian islands, to North and
South America, and to Europe.

The postage rate to Denmark was a lot
higher than the Danish postage rates, but
there were several ships a month from St
Thomas to Great Britain, as months could
pass between the Danish ships sailing from
the islands to Copenhagen. After the es-
tablishment of the RMSP, most letters were

sent with these ships to Denmark (Letter
A3, T. Gade.)

Figur A3. Brev af 3. vaegtklasse sendt 13. maj 1856 fra St. Croix til Kebenhavn. Brevet er modtaget
og stemplet i Christiansted og sendt videre til St. Thomas. Portoen fra St. Croix til St. Thomas er
betalt kontant. Modtaget pa det engelske postkontor i St. Thomas 14. maj — transitstempel pa bag-
siden. Sendt med Royal Mail Steam Packet til England. Pategninger 2 S 6 d udger den engelske
porto. Den belgiske og preussiske porto andrager 10 2 SGR i alt inkl. den engelske porto 36 SGR,
omregnet til 48 Sch Cour som er det samme som 154 danske skilling. Hertil skulle modtager ogsa
betale den danske porto pa 26 skilling. | alt skulle modtager betale 180 danske skilling — pategning
pa bagsiden. (T.Gade)

Figure A3. Letter of 3rd weight class sent 13 May 1856 from St. Croix to Copenhagen. The letter was
received and postmarked in Christiansted and sent on to St. Thomas. The postage from St Croix to
St Thomas was paid in cash. Received at the British Post Office in St. Thomas 14 May, transit date
stamp on reverse. Sent by Royal Mail Steam Packet to Great Britain. Endorsed 2/6d constituting
the British postage. The Belgian and Prussian postage totalled 10%z silbergroschen, plus the British
postage of 25z silbergroschen (2/6d), making 36 silbergroschen, converted to 48 schilling Courant,
which is the equivalent of 154 Danish skilling. In addition, the recipient had to pay the Danish post-
age of 26 Danish skilling. In total, the recipient had to pay 180 Danish skilling as per the endorse-
ment on reverse (T. Gade).
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Ud over at sende posten med de engel-
ske skibe benyttede mange muligheden at
sende posten med udenlandske kabmaend.
Specielt meget post til Frankrig og de fran-
ske kolonier blev sendt med de lokale fran-
ske kgbmaend, der udover varer og pas-
sagerer ogsa kunne medtage post pa deres
skibe.

Frankrig havde igennem flere ar forsggt at
opna en aftale pa lignende made som den
briterne opnaede i forbindelse med etabler-
ing af Royal Mail Steam Packet. Denne af-
tale indebar, at post, der blev befordret med
deres skibe, kunne undga lokalportoen, nar
den indleveredes eller afhentedes direk-
te pa deres eget postkontor. Dette lykkes
endeligt i 1865 hvor rederiet Compagnie
Transatlantique begyndte at anlgbe St.
Thomas.

In addition to sending mail with the British
ships, many people took the opportunity to
send the mail with foreign merchants. A lot
of mail to France and the French colonies
was sent with the local French merchants,
who, in addition to goods and passengers,
could also carry mail on their ships.

For several years, France had been trying to
reach an agreement similar to that reached
by the British in connection with the estab-
lishment of the Royal Mail Steam Packet.
This agreement meant that mail carried on
their ships could avoid local postage when
delivered or collected directly at their own
post office. This finally succeeded in 1865
when the Compagnie Transatlantique be-
gan calling at St Thomas.
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Figur A4. Forudbetalt brev sendt 12. november 1859 fra Christiansted til Ahrensburg i Holsten.
Brevet blev oprindelig takseret i London med 1S 41/2d, som udger portoen til Danmark, men brevet
er korrekt rettet til 1 S 2 d, da brevet kun skulle til Hamburg og herefter blev sendt videre med det

danske postvaesen til Ahrensburg. (T.Gade)

Figure A4. Prepaid letter sent 12 November 1859 from Christiansted to Ahrensburg in Holstein.
The letter was originally assessed in London at 1/47.d, which is the postage to Denmark, but the
letter is corrected to 1/2d, as the letter was only going to Hamburg and was then sent on with the

Danish postal service to Ahrensburg (T. Gade).
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| april 1871 begyndte ogsa to tyske rederi-
er Norddeutscher Lloyd og HAPAG at an-
labe St. Thomas pa deres ruter. De to tyske
rederier samarbejdede med det danske
postveesen, og fra august 1872 blev det
muligt at sende breve fra Dansk Vestindien
til Tyskland og Danmark for 7 cents.

Dansk Vestindiens indtreeden i den Interna-
tionale Postunion den 1. september 1877
betad, at al ind- og udgaende post fremover
skulle passere de dansk-vestindiske post-
huse og det engelske posthus matte derfor
nedlaegges. Portoen blev fastsat til 12 cents
uanset, om det blev sendt med fransk eller
engelsk skib.

Y

In April 1871, two German shipping compa-
nies, Norddeutscher Lloyd and H.A.P. A.G.,
also began calling at St Thomas on their
routes. The two German shipping com-
panies cooperated with the Danish postal
service, and from August 1872 it became
possible to send letters from the Danish
West Indies to Germany and Denmark for
7 cents.

The Danish West Indies’ accession to the
Universal Postal Union on 1 September
1877 meant that all incoming and outgoing
mail had to pass through the Danish-West
Indies post offices and the British post of-
fice had to be closed. Postage was set at 12
cents regardless of whether it was sent by
French or British ship.

Figur A5. Brev i 2. veegtklasse sendt den 15. februar fra St. Thomas til Kebenhavn. Brevet er fran-
keret med de britiske frimaerker Queen Victoria 2 S bla og 3 d rosenrad. Frimzerkerne er annulleret
med det engelske stempel "kombineret stempel med kontrolbogstavskode A”.

Brevet er ankomststemplet i Kebenhavn (T.Gade).

Figure A5. 2nd weight class letter sent on 15 February from St. Thomas to Copenhagen. The letter
is franked with the British stamps Queen Victoria 2/- blue and 3d rose red. The stamps are cancelled
with the British ‘duplex canceller with control letter code A’. The letter has an arrival datestamp in

Copenhagen (T. Gade).
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Indfersel af frimaerker i Dansk Vestindi-
en 1856 - 1917

Efter oprettelsen af et postveesen pa gerne
1. april 1856 introduceredes det farste
frimeerke. Det var et 3 cents kvadratisk,
utakket maerke, der som udgangspunkt
var til anvendelse lokalt og til brug mellem
gernes postkontorer. Der eksisterer dog
nogle fa breve til Danmark frankeret med
9 cents i form af tre x 3 cents sendt direkte
med dansk skib. (B1 lokal brev 3 Cents sin-
gle med hvid gummi, F. Banke) (B2 breuv til
Kagbenhavn 3 x 3 cents, M. Kewriga.)

Hvis breve skulle til udlandet, blev brevene
for det meste fremsendt til det engelske
postkontor pa St. Thomas, fra de @vrige
postkontorer frankeret med 3 cents lokal-
porto, eller de blev indleveret ufrankeret
direkte pa det engelske postkontor uden
om postkontorerne, og her blev brevene
frankeret med engelske frimeerker. Dette
medfgrte at meget lokalpost blev afleveret
direkte pa det engelske postkontor for at
spare lokalportoen, som sa gik glip af disse
indteegter. (B2 brev til Kebenhavn 3 x 3
cents, M. Kewriga.)

£
W

Introduction of stamps in the Danish
West Indies 1856-1917

After the establishment of a postal service
ontheislands on 1 April 1856, the first stamp
was introduced. It was a 3-cent square, im-
perforate stamp, initially intended for local
use and for use between the islands’ post
offices. However, there are a few letters to
Denmark franked with 9 cents in the form of
three x 3 cent stamps sent directly by Dan-
ish ship. (B1 local letter 3 cents single with
white gum, F. Banke) (B2 letter to Copenha-
gen 3 x 3 cents, M. Kewriga.)

If letters were going abroad from the other
post offices, they were usually sent to the
British post office on St Thomas, franked
with 3 cents local postage, or they were
handed in unstamped directly to the British
post office, and here the letters were frank-
ed with British stamps. This meant that a lot
of local mail was delivered directly to the
British post office to save the local postage,
which then missed out on this revenue. (B2
letter to Copenhagen 3 x 3 cents, M. Ke-
wriga.)

Ay

Figur B1. Lokalbrev fra Frederiksted med 3 cents, 1. vaegtklasse med hvid gummi annulleret med
stumt femringstempel med punkt i midten, med antikvadagstempel Frederiksted 25.6.1856 til Chris-
tiansted. Et nyopdaget brev, som er det bedst bevarede af de nu 3 kendte breve

med 3 cents hvid gummi pa lokalforsendelser. (F. Banke)

Figure B1. 1st weight class local letter sent from Frederiksted franked with 3 cent stamp, with
white gum, cancelled by five-ring canceller with dot in centre, with antiqua date stamp Frederiksted
25.6.1856 to Christiansted. A newly discovered letter which is the best preserved of the now 3
known letters with 3 cent white gum on local mail (F. Banke).

394



Figur B2. Brev fra Christiansted 30. juni 1857 med trestribe 9 cents med hvid gummi annulleret med
5-ringstempel med punkt i midten og sendt direkte med dansk skib fra Dansk Vestindien til Keben-
havn. Der kendes kun 2 breve frankeret med denne takst og forsendelsesmade. (M. Kewriga)

Figure B2. Letter from Christiansted 30 June 1857 with strip of thee 3 cent stamps with white gum
making 9 cents, cancelled with 5-ring canceller with dot in centre and sent directly by Danish ship
from the Danish West Indies to Copenhagen. Only 2 letters are known franked with this rate and
method of dispatch (M. Kewriga).
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Figur B3. Brev fra St. Thomas 27.8.1873 med 7 cents 1. vaegtklasse med kvadratisk udgave 3 og
4 cents til Tyskland, annulleret med femringsstempel med sektorkile. Brevet afspejler det postale
behov for et 4 cents frimaerke, der blev nadvendigt med indferslen af 7 cents taksten i august 1873.
P4 bagsiden blat FORVARDED By CEQ. A. PHILIPS og Co. (B. Winther)

Figure B3. Letter from St. Thomas 27.8.1873 with 7 cents 1st weight class with square issue 3 and
4 cents to Germany, cancelled with five-ring wedge canceller. The cover reflects the postal need
for a 4 cent stamp that became necessary with the introduction of the 7 cent rate in August 1873.
On the reverse side blue FORWARDED By CEO. A. PHILIPS and Co (B. Winther).
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Figur B4. Brev fra St. Thomas 16.5.1875 med tofarvet 7 cents single sendt med det tyske rederi
HAPAG til Kebenhavn via Tyskland. (M. Kewriga)

Figure B4. Letter from St. Thomas 16.5.1875 with single bicoloured 7 cents sent by the German
shipping company H.A.P. A.G. to Copenhagen via Germany (M. Kewriga).

| august 1873 blev der indgaet en kontrakt
med Hamburg Amerika Linjen, som indebar
en nedsat brevporto mellem Danmark og
Tyskland. Der var 1 manedlig afgang med de
tyske H.A.P. A.G.-skibe tilhgrende Hamburg-
Amerikanische Packetfahrt-Actien-Gesell-
schaft i forseglet post saek til en reduceret
takst 7 cents. Brevene skulle pategnes. “Via
Hamburg”, og det er en af de sjeeldneste
seertakster fra DVI.

Den reducerede 7 cents-takst bevirkede, at
Finansministeriet i 1873 hos Generalpostdi-
rektoratet bestilte nye kvadratiske takkede
3 cents, samt et nyt oplag af kvadratiske 4
cents meerker med linjetakning 12 .. (B3
brev til Dresden med linjetakkede kvadrat 3
og 4 Cents, B. Winter.)

Disse to udgaver fik dog en kort kurserings-
periode, da man ansa frimaerkeformatet for
uhensigtsmaessigt. (B4 brev til Kgbenhavn
med 7 cents single tofarvet frankering, M.
Kewriga).

7 cents-taksten i forseglet brevsaek fort-
satte frem til 1905, hvor der den 1. april
blev indfgrt nyt mgntsystem, hvor 7 cent
blev omregnet til 35 bit. Den omregnede

In August 1873, a contract was signed with
the Hamburg-Amerika Line, which meant
reduced letter postage between Denmark
and Germany. There was a monthly depar-
ture of the German H.A.P. A.G. ships be-
longing to Hamburg-Amerikanische Pack-
etfahrt-Actien-Gesellschaft in sealed mail
sacks at a reduced rate of 7 cents. The let-
ters had to be marked ‘Via Hamburg’, which
is one of the rarest special rates from DWI.

The reduced 7 cent rate resulted in the Min-
istry of Finance ordering new square perfo-
rated 3 cent stamps from the General Post
Directorate in 1873, as well as a new issue
of square 4 cent stamps with line perfora-
tion 12 .. (B3 letter to Dresden with line
perforated square 3 and 4 cent stamps, B.
Winter.)

However, these two issues were given a
short run as the stamp format was deemed
inappropriate (B4 letter to Copenhagen
with 7 cents single bicolour franking, M. Ke-
wriga).

The 7 cent rate in sealed mail bags contin-
ued until 1 April 1905, when a new mon-
etary system was introduced, converting 7
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bit-takst blev dog kortvarig, idet kontrakten
med H.A.PA.G. ophgrte i 1907. Formentlig
skyldtes det, at der kun var en manedlig
postafgang, og at alternative postruter
var blevet gget betydeligt med arene. Der
kendes til dato ingen registrerede 35 bit-
breve (BS brev til Kebenhavn med 7 cents
tofarvet blandingsfrankering, J. Laeby.)

cents to 35 bit. However, the converted bit
rate was short-lived, as the mail contract
with H.A.PA.G. ended in 1907. This was
probably because there was only one de-
parture a month, and that alternative mail
routes had increased significantly over the
years. To date no 35 bit letters are recorded
(B5 letter to Copenhagen with 7 cents two-

colour mixed franking, J. Leeby.)

Figur B5. Brev fra Christiansted 13.12.1897 med 7 cents blandingsfrankering til Kebenhavn Via
Hamburg. Opfrankeret pa 2 cents helsag med parstykke 2 cents + 3 cents. (J. Laeby)

Figure B5. Letter from Christiansted 13 December 1897 with 7 cents mixed franking to Copenha-
gen via Hamburg. 2 cents postal stationery envelope uprated with pair of 1 cent + 3 cent stamps (J.
Laeby).
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Figur B6. Brev fra St. Thomas 9.12.1877 med tofarvet 12 cents single 1. vaegtklasse 0 -15 gram,
takstperiode 1.9.1877 til 1.4. 1879 bagside ankomststemplet New York 27.12.1877. (J. Laeby)

Figure B6. Letter from St. Thomas 9.12.1877 with bicoloured 12 cents single 1st weight class 0 -15

grammes, rate period 1.9.1877-1.4. 1879, on reverse arrival date stamp New York 27.12.1877 (J.
Leeby).
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Tofarvede udgaver

Den 1. september 1877 indtradte DVI i
Verdensforeningen, og i den forbindelse
introduceredes et 12 cents frimaerke af
samme type og format som de danske, dog
med aendring af tekst i ovalbandet, der blev
aendret til Dansk-Vestindiske Jer, ligesom
‘@re’ blev udskiftet med "Cents.’(B6 brev
til USA med tofarvet 12 cents single 1. tryk,
J. Leeby.).

| den forbindelse opfordrede Verdenspost-
foreningen til at frimaerker til 1. sats af in-
ternationale tryksager, brevkort og breve,
fremadrettet skulle fremstille i henholdsvis
gren, rad og bla farve.

Fra dette tidspunkt fulgte de dansk vestin-
diske frimaerkeudgaver - med enkelte und-
tagelser - parallelt de danske udgaver.

Bicolour issues

On 1 September 1877, DWI joined the UPU,
and in this connection a 12 cents stamp
was issued in the same design and format
as the Danish stamps, but with a change of
text to Dansk Vestindiske QJer in the oval
band, and ‘gre’ was replaced with ‘cents’.
(B6 letter to USA with bicoloured 12 cents
single 1st printing, J. Laeby.)

In this connection, the member countries
of the Universal Postal Union agreed stan-
dard colours for stamps used for the lowest
priced international printed matter, post-
cards and letters to be printed in green, red
and blue respectively.

From this point on, the Danish West Indies
stamp issues paralleled the Danish issues,
with a few exceptions.
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Figur B7. Postkort fra St. Thomas 22.12.1901 med tysk damper AUSTRALIA, til Budingen 10.1.1902
med 3 x 1 cents bleekannuleret 22 Xl 1901, transit med tysk bureau stempel AUS WESTINDIEN -

Hamburg Dampfer/Uber Céin. (J. Laeby)

Figure B7 Postcard from St. Thomas 22.12.1901 carried by German steamer AUSTRALIA, to Budin-
gen 10.1.1902 with 3 x 1 cent pen cancelled and with handwritten date 22 Xl 1901, later by German
TPO transit handstamp AUS WESTINDIEN Hamburg Dampfer/Uber Célin (J. Laeby).
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Vabentype udgaven

| 1900 udstedtes nye 1 cents og 5 cents i
henholdsvis gren og bla farve i type som de
danske vabentypeudgaver. Meerkerne kom
til salg 1. maj 1900, mens vaerdierne 2 og 8
cents forst til salg i 1903. (B7 skibspost pa
brevkortkort til Tyskland med 3 x 1 cents
vaben, J Laeby.)

Takstnedsaettelse

Den 1. januar 1902 blev portosatserne
nedsat for savel indenlandske som uden-
landske brevkort og breve til henholdsvis 2
cents og 8 cents. Takstnedsaettelsen nad-
vendiggjorde fremstilling af nye frimaerker
med palydende 2 og 8 cents vabentype,
men da fremstillingen trak ud, blev frem-
stilling af midlertidig provisoriske frimaerker
ngdvendig. Lasningen blev lokalt fremstill-
ede overtryk (Lokalovertryk) pa henholds-
vis 3 og 10 cents tofarvede meerker, som
blev overtryk til henholdsvis 2 og 8 cent.
(B8 brevkort til Skanderborg med provisor-
ier 2 pa 3 cents, J Leeby.)

The Arms Issue

In 1900, new 1 cent and 5 cents were is-
sued in green and blue respectively, in the
same design as the Danish Arms issues.
These stamps went on sale on 1 May 1900,
while the 2 and 8 cent values were not avail-
able until 1903. (B7 ship mail on postcard
to Germany with 3 x 1 cent Arms type, J.
Laeby.)

Rate reduction

On 1 January 1902, the postage rates for
both domestic and foreign postcards and
letters were reduced to 2 cents and 8 cents
respectively. The rate reduction necessitat-
ed the production of new Arms type stamps
with a face value of 2 and 8 cents, but as
production was slow, the introduction of
provisional stamps became necessary. The
solution was locally produced overprints
on 3 and 10 cent bicoloured stamps, which
were overprinted with 2 and 8 cents re-
spectively. (B8 letter card to Skanderborg
with provisional 2 on 3 cents, J. Laeby.)
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Figur B8. Brevkort fra St. Thomas 18.4.1902 med lokalovertrykket af 2 pa 3 cents provisoriet sendt
via Le Havre til Danmark. Ankomststemplet Skanderborg J.B.P. 5.5. (J. Laeby)

Figure B8. Postcard from St Thomas 18.4.1902 with local overprint of 2 on 3 cents provisional sent
via Le Havre to Denmark. Arrival date stamp Skanderborg J.B.P 5.5. (J. Laeby).
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Fordi beholdningen af 3 og 10 cents tofarv-
ede i Vestindien ikke rakte til, udsentes yder-
ligere et parti, som blev ovetrykt i Kebenhavn
(Kgbenhavnerovertryk). (B9 brevtilNew York
med provisorier 4 x 2 pa 3 cents, J Laeby.)

Leveringen af de nye veerdier trak imidlertid
stadig ud, og manglen pa 2 cents frimeerk-
er voksede. Derfor blev det ved Bekendt-
gerelse fra Guvernementet St. Thomas den
20. januar 1903, tilladt Postkontorerne pa
St. Thomas, St. Jan og St. Croix midlertidig
at acceptere diagonalt halverede 4 cents
maerker.

Forst i april 1903 ankom de nye, leenge
ventede 2 og 8 cents vabentypemeerker til
aflgsning af de halverede 4 cents maerker.
Herefter ophgrte anvendelsen af halverede
4 cents meerker pa henholdsvis St. Thomas
og St. Jan den 23. maj og pa St. Croix den
4. juni 1903. (B10 brev til Danmark med 2 x
8 cents 2. vaegt kl. T. Gade.)

Because the stock of 3 and 10 cent bico-
loured stamps in the West Indies was insuf-
ficient, another batch, overprinted in Co-
penhagen, was sent out. (B9 letter to New
York with provisional overprint 4 x 2 on 3
cents, J. Laeby.)

However, the delivery of the new values
was still delayed and the shortage of 2
cent stamps grew. Therefore, by Order of
the Governor of St. Thomas on 20 Janu-
ary 1903, the Post Offices on St. Thomas,
St. Jan and St. Croix were allowed to tem-
porarily accept diagonally bisected 4 cent
prepaying 2 cents postage.

It wasn’t until April 1903 that the long-await-
ed new 2 and 8 cent Arms type stamps ar-
rived to replace the bisected 4 cent stamps.
After this, the use of biscected 4 cent
stamps ceased on St. Thomas and St. Jan
on 23 May and on St. Croix on 4 June 1903.
(B10 letter to Denmark with 2 x 8 cents 2nd
weight class, T. Gade.)

Figur B9. Brev fra St. Thomas 10.7.1902 med 4-stribe af 2 pa 3 cents "Kabenhavnerovretrykket”
pategnet "Medina” til New York, ankomststemplet 15.7.1902, 1. vaegtklasse O - 20 gram 8 cents. (J.

Leeby)

Figure B9. Letter from St. Thomas 10.7.1902 with 4 strip of 2 on 3 cents ‘Copenhagen Overprint’
endorsed Medina to New York, arrival date stamp 15.7.1902, 1st weight class 0-20 grammes 8 cents

(J. Laeby).
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Figur B10. Brev fra St. Thomas 4.10.1904 til Danmark med parstykke 8 cents 2. veegtklasse,
ankomststemplet Kebenhavn 10. november 1904. (T. Gade)

Figure B10. Letter from St. Thomas 4.10.1904 to Denmark with pair of 8 cents 2nd weight class,
arrival date stamp Copenhagen 10 November 1904 (T. Gade).

Mgantreform i Dansk Vestindien

Den 1. april 1905 blev det besluttet at aen-
dre pengesystemet pa eerne. Andringen
var udsprunget af, at salget af vores kol-
onier til USA blev forkastet af Rigsdagen i
1902. Herefter nedsatte regeringen ”Den
Kongelige Dansk Vestindisk Kommission”
Som skulle undersgge muligheder for at
hjeelpe gernes gkonomi. | sin beteenkning
foreslog Kommissionen, at man knyttede
steerkere band til det fransk-caribiske sam-
fund, for at fremme handlen og i den forbin-
delse aendredes pengesystemet, sa det
kom pa linje med den franske franc.

Rigsdagen tiltradte forslaget, og i lov af
29. marts 1904 blev det fastslaet, at 1 dol-
lar frem-over skulle svare til 5 franc, mens
1 cent svarede til 5 bit. De nye bit-udgav-
er kom farst til salg den 15. juli 1905, og
indtil da benyttede man cents-maerker og
afregnede efter ovennaevnte forhold.
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Monetary reform in the Danish West Indies
On 1 April 1905, it was decided to change
the monetary system in the islands. The
change was the result of the sale of the
islands to the USA being rejected by the
Danish Parliament in 1902. The govern-
ment then set up the ‘Royal Danish West
Indies Commission’ to investigate ways to
help the islands’ economy. In its report, the
Commission suggested forging stronger
ties with the French-Caribbean community
to promote trade and changing the mone-
tary system to align it with the French franc.

The Danish Parliament accepted the pro-
posal, and the law of 29 March 1904 es-
tablished that 1 dollar would in future be
equivalent to 5 francs, while 1 cent was
equivalent to 5 bit. The new bit stamps did
not go on sale until 15 July 1905, and until
then cents stamps were used and valued
according to the above exchange rates.



Cents-maerkerne blev aldrig ugyldiggjort og
kunne anvendes som frigarelsesmiddel, til vi
afstod gerne til USA, herunder overgangs-
perioden frem til 30.9.1917. (B11 brevkort
med blandingsfrankering til Danmark med
1 cents og 5 bit, J. Laeby.)

The cents stamps were never invalidated
and could be used as a means of payment
until the islands were ceded to the USA, in-
cluding the transition period until 30 Sep-
tember 1917. (B11 postcard with mixed
franking to Denmark with 1 cent and 5 bit,

J. Leeby.)
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Figur B11. Helsagsbrevkort fra Christiansted 22.6.1908 overtrykt 1 cent 1902 "Lokalovertryk” op-
frankeret med 5 bit Chr. IV til Kebenhavn via New York, omadresseret til Humlebaek 8.7.1908. (J.
Leeby)
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Figure B11. Postal stationery card from Christiansted 22.6.1908 locally overprinted 1 cent 1902
franked with 5 bit Christian X to Copenhagen via New York, re-addressed to Humlebaek 8.7.1908

(J. Leeby).
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Figur B12. Brev af 2. vaegtklasse fra St. Thomas 5.11.1905 med tysk skib til Porto au Prince. Sendt
inden for 600 semil. UPU-takst 80 bit + Rec. gebyr 25 bit. Bemeerk péategning "To be hurried up”
(haster). Ankomststempel pa bagsiden Port au Prince 17.11.1905. (T. Gade)

Figure B12. Letter of 2nd weight class from St Thomas 05.11.1905 by German ship to Porto au

Prince. Sent within 600 nautical miles. UPU rate 80 bit + Registration fee 25 bit. Note endorsement
“To be hurried up’. Arrival date stamp on the reverse Port au Prince 17.11.1905 (T. Gade).
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Chr. IX 1905 udgaven

| april 1905 kom de nye bit maerker til salg
med portraet af kongen i 6 forskellige veer-
dier. Det var forste gang i Dansk Vestindien,
at man trykte meerker med monarkens por-
treet, som fremstod i silhuet. (B12 brev til
Haiti med Chr. IX, T. Gade.)

St. Thomas havn udgaven

Denne udgave kom til salg i november
1905, det var de ferste motivfrimaerke i
hele kongeriget, hvor krydseren ”Ingolf” er
afbilledet med St. Thomas havn som bag-
grund. Maerket udkom i tre veerdier 1, 2,
og 5 franc og trykt i ark af 25 stk. hos H.
H. Thiele i Kgbenhavn. B13 adressebrev til
Tyskland omadresseret med 1 og 2 francs,
J Laeby.)

Christian 1X 1905 Issue

In April 1905, the new bit denominated
stamps went on sale with a portrait of the
king in 6 different values. It was the first
time in the Danish West Indies that stamps
were printed with the monarch’s portrait in
silhouette. (B12 letter to Haiti with Christian
IX, T. Gade).

St Thomas Harbour Issue

This issue went on sale in November 1905,
it was the first themed stamp in the en-
tire kingdom, depicting the cruiser Ingolf
against the background of St. Thomas har-
bour. The stamp was issued in three values
of 1, 2 and 5 francs and printed in sheets of
25 by H. H. Thiele in Copenhagen. (B13 ad-
dress letter to Germany re-addressed with
1 and 2 francs, J. Leeby.)
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Figur B13. Adressebrev sendt fra St. Thomas 20.10.1915 med direkte dansk skib til Kebenhavn 1.
pakke a’ 2,5 til 5 kg. 160 bit + efterfolgende 20 bit pr. 2 kg 80 bit i alt 240 bit. 2. pakke a’ 1,6 kg.
1 til 2,5 kg. 85 bit, samlet porto 325 bit underfrankeret med 10 bit. P4 bagsiden ankomststemplet
Kabenhavn B. Told-Postk. 10.5.1916. Efter at pakkerne har vaeret oplagt pa Kebenhavns Tolbod i 20
dage omadresseres pakkerne til Tyskland med transit via Hamburg 31.5.1916 til Libeck, ankomst-

stemplet 2.6.1916. (J. Laeby)

Figure B13 Parcel card sent from St Thomas 20.10.1915 by direct Danish ship to Copenhagen, 1st
parcel of 2.5 to 5 kilogrammes 160 bit + additional 20 bit per 7z kilogramme or part thereof, 80 bit,
totalling 240 bit, 2nd parcel of 1.6 kilogrammes 1 to 2.5 kilogrammes 85 bit, total postage 325 bit
underfranked by 10 bit. Copenhagen B arrival date stamp on reverse. Customs-Postk. 10.5.1916.
After the parcels had been stored at the Copenhagen customs office for 20 days, the parcels were
redirected to Liibeck in Germany with transit via Hamburg 31.5.1916, arrival date stamp 2.6.1916

(J. Laeby).
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Figur B14. Lokalbrev fra St. Croix, Christiansted 2.12.1905 med provisorieovertryk 5 bit pa 4 cent
tofarvet og 5 bit pa vabentype, lokaltakst O til 20 gram 10 bit. (J. Laeby)

Figure B14. Local letter from St. Croix, Christiansted 2.12.1905 with provisional overprint 5 bit on 4
cent bicoloured and 5 bit on Arms type, local rate 0 to 20 grammes10 bit (J. Laeby).

Figur B15. Stort rekommanderet brevklip fra Christiansted 1.11.1915 til Den Dansk Vestindiske Na-
tionalbank pa St. Thomas: Rekommandationsgebyr 25 bit + lokaltakst for 3 veegtklasse 3 x 10 bit
= jalt 55 bit. Brevklippet illustrerer tydeligt bankens engagement i denne frimserkeemmission. (J.
Leeby)

Figure B15. Large registered letter cut out from Christiansted 1 November 1915 to the Danish West

Indian National Bank on St. Thomas: Registration fee 25 bit + local rate for third weight class 3 x 10
bit = a total of 55 bit. The letter clearly illustrates the bank’s involvement in this stamp issue (J. Laeby).
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Provisorisk 5 bit udgave

Denne udgave udkom til salg 1. juni 1905,
serien bestar af 3 maerker: 5 cents og 8
cents vabentype, samt 2 farvet 4 cents, alle
maerker blev overtrykt med 5 — bit — 1905,
hos H. H. Thiele i Kgbenhavn.

Der blev ikke givet nogen officiel grund til
udgivelsen af maerkerne. Man ma derfor
antage, at provisorierne blev fremstillet for
at opbruge oplaget af de forseldede cents-
maerker.

Det viste sig dog, at maerkerne var sveere
at fa fat i, idet hele oplaget, som var til salg
pa postkontorerne i St. Thomas, Christians-
sted og Frederikssted, blev udsolgt pa
under et kvarter. Arsagen hertil var, at
repraesentanter for en komite til opferelse
af et spedalskhedshospital pa @gerne, som
havde indgaet en aftale med Guvernement-
et, var madt frem pa de 3 postkontorer og
havde kabt naesten hele oplaget med gko-
nomisk stgtte fra den Dansk Vestindiske
Nationalbank.

Aftalen gik ud pa, at banken skulle be-
nytte maerkerne pa breve mellem bankaf-
delingerne, der efterfalgende afleverede de
brugte meerker til spedalskhedskomiteen.
Forhandlingen af provisorierne blev over-
draget til en frimaerkehandler i Kgbenhavn,
der betalte 40 gre pr. sset og videresolgte
maerkerne for 75 gre pr seet.

Brugsbreve med provisorie-maerkerne er
derfor sjeeldne, da naesten alle maerker
er blevet klippet eller vasket af. (B14 lokal
brev provisorier 2x5 bit, J. Leeby og B15
R-brevstykke med provisorier11x5 bit, J.
Laeby.)

Frederik VIll udgaven

Den 29. januar 1906 dgde Chr. IX. herefter
gik man i gang med at forberedelse af nye
frimaerker med portraet af Fr. VIIl, som blev
trykt i kobbertryk og rammen i bogtryk, hos
H. H. Thieles i Kgbenhavn. Der kom dog til
at ga to ar, for de nye frimeerker af Fr. VI
var feerdigtrykt i 8 forskellige veerdier, og de
kom farst til salg 5. august 1908.

Provisional 5 bit Issue

This issue was released for sale on 1 June
1905. The series consists of 3 stamps: the 5
cents and 8 cents Arms type, and the bico-
loured 4 cents, all stamps were overprinted
with 5 bit 1905, at H. H. Thiele in Copenha-
gen.

No official reason was given for the issue of
the stamps. It must therefore be assumed
that the provisionals were produced to use
up the stock of the obsolete cents stamps.

However, it turned out that the stamps
were hard to get hold of, as the entire run,
which was on sale at the post offices in St
Thomas, Christiansted and Frederiksted,
was sold out in less than 15 minutes. The
reason for this was that representatives of a
committee for the construction of a leprosy
hospital on the islands, which had entered
into an agreement with the Governorate,
had turned up at the three post offices and
bought almost the entire issue with finan-
cial support from the Danish West Indies
National Bank.

The agreement was that the bank would use
the stamps on letters between its branches,
which subsequently handed over the used
stamps to the leprosy committee. A stamp
dealer in Copenhagen was entrusted with
the sale of the provisional stamps, paying
40 gre per set and reselling the stamps for
75 ore per set. Covers with the provision-
al stamps are therefore rare, as almost all
stamps have been cut or washed off. B14
local letter provisional 2 x 5 bit, J. Leeby
and B15 Registered letter cut out with pro-
visional stamps 11 x 5 bit, J. Laeby.

Frederik VIl Issue

On 29 January 1906, Christian IX died, af-
ter which the preparation of new stamps
with a portrait of Frederik VIIl began. This
was printed in copperplate recess and the
frame printed in letterpress at H. H. Thiele
in Copenhagen. However, it took two years
for the new stamps of Frederik VIl to be
printed in 8 different values, and they did
not go on sale until 5 August 1908.
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Dette bevirkede, at man i oktober 1907 blev
ngdt til at trykke et ekstra oplag af de mest
benyttede vaerdier 5, 10 og 25 bit med Chr.
IX portraet. (B16 pengebrev til Kebenhavn

This meant that in October 1907, an extra
run of the most popular values of 5, 10 and
25 bit with the portrait of Christian IX had to
be printed. (B16 Money letter to Copenha-

med 3x 25 bit Fr. VIII, J Laeby.) gen with 3 x 25 bit Frederik VIII, J. Laeby)
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Figur B16. Pengebrev indlagt 500 franc stemplet St. Thomas 24.12.1912 og pa bagsiden er for-
seglet og ankomststemplet Kebenhavns Pengepostkontor 9.1.1913. Fra 1. april 1871 blev kravet
om brug af de seerligt "forede” kuverter til pengeforsendelser afskaffet for forsendelser med 1-2
pengesedier. Dette brev ma havde indeholdt fem 100 franc sedler, da det var hgjeste valer, men dette
har man ladet passere ved kontroltaellingen. Grundtaksten for 1. veegtklasse 0 — 20 gram 25 bit, for-
sikring 20 bit pr. 300 franc = 40 bit samt kontroltaelling 10 bit i alt 75 bit. (J. Laeby)

Figure B16. ‘Unlined’ money letter weighing 15 grammes containing 500 francs cancelled St. Thom-
as 24.12.1912, the reverse is sealed and date stamped on arrival with Kebenhavns Pengepostkon-
tor 9.1.1913. From 1 April 1871, the requirement to use the specially ‘lined’ envelopes for money
letters was abolished for items containing a maximum of 1-2 banknotes. but as only 100 franc
banknotes were used as the highest denomination, the letter must probably have contained 5 100
franc banknotes. However, this was ignored in the post office verification count. The basic rate for
1st weight class 0-20 grammes 25 bit, insurance 20 bit per 300 francs = 40 bit and verification
counting 10 bit totalling 75 bit. (J. Laeby)

Chr. X udgaven

| maj 1912 dede Fr. VI, og derfor blev der
bestilt nye frimaerker med portraet af Chr. X
set i profil, denne gang varede det over tre
ar, for de forste to meerker 5 og 25 bit, af i
alt 8 veerdier naede frem til gernes posthuse.
Grunden til forsinkelsen, var at man 1a inde
med store meengder af Fr. VIII udgaven,
som fgrst skulle opbruges. En anden arsag
var at man havde problemer med fremstil-
lingen af det nye tyndere papir, der skulle

The Christian X Issue

In May 1912, Frederik VIIl died, so new
stamps with a portrait of Christian X in pro-
file were ordered. This time it took over
three years before the first two stamps, 5
and 25 bit, of a total of 8 values, reached
the islands’ post offices. The reason for
the delay was that there were large quanti-
ties of the Frederik VIII issue that needed
to be used up first. Another reason was
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bruges i de nye trykmaskiner, som H. H.
Thieles bogtrykkeri havde anskaffet efter bran-
den pa trykkeriet i 1912.

Pa naer 5 og 25 bit, der som naevnt kom
til salg i 1915, kom neaesten ingen af maerk-
erne til salg, fer gerne blev solgt i 1917.

Ifolge Postmester F. C. Carstensen i St.
Thomas, kom blot 10 ark af hver veerdi til
salg pa gerne i januar 1917, der blev fordelt
med henholdsvis 5 arksaet til St. Thomas
3 arkseet til Christiansted og 2 arkseet til
Frederiksted Postkontor. (B17 opfranker-
et helsagskort til Rudme fra Postmester
Carstensen St.Thomas Postkontor med 2 x
5 bit Chr. X, J Leeby.)

that there were problems with the produc-
tion of the new thinner paper to be used in
the replacement printing presses that H. H.
Thiele’s printing house had acquired after
the fire at the print shop in 1912.

With the exception of the 5 and 25 bit,
which, as previously mentioned, went on
sale in 1915, almost none of the stamps
went on sale until the islands were sold in
1917.

According to Postmaster F. C. Carstensen
in St Thomas, only 10 sheets of each val-
ue were available for sale on the islands
in January 1917, with 5 sets of sheets for
St Thomas, 3 for Christiansted and 2 for
Frederiksted Post Office. (B17 franked
postal stationery card to Rudme from Post-
master Carstensen St.Thomas Post Office
with 2 x 5 bit Christian X, J Laeby.)
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Figur B17. Helsagsbrevkort med 5 bit fra ST. THOMAS POSTKONTOR 16.10.1916 opfrankeret med
5 Chr. X til Rudme pa Fyn. | teksten meddeler postmester Carstensen adressaten, at Chr. X-frimaerk-
erne kun er til radighed som 5 og 25 bit frimeerker. hvilket tydeligt viser manglen pa de nye Chr.

X-frimaerker pa gerne. (J. Laeby)

Figure B17. Postal stationery card with 5 bit from ST. THOMAS POSTKONTOR 16.10.1916 franked
with 5 Bit Christian X to Rudme on Funen. In the text, Postmaster Carstensen aadvises the addressee
that only the 5 and 25 bit Christian X stamps are available, which clearly shows the lack of the new

Christian X stamps on the islands (J. Laeby).
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Cannebrog’s Last Day.

Figur C1. Transferday.

Figure C1. Transfer day.

Overdragelsesperioden 1. april til 30.
september 1917

Den 31. marts 1917 blev Dansk Vestindi-
en overdraget til USA for 25 mill. dollars.
Denne dag betegnes som TRANSFER DAY
— hvilket er den engelske betegnelse for over-
dragelsesdagen. Dansk Vestindien skiftede
herefter navn til U.S Virgin Islands. (C1 -
postkort /Transfer day, J. Laeby.)

Beslutningen om at szelge gerne blev ikke
truffet fra den ene dag til den anden. For-
handlingerne med USA havde staet pa
igennem mange ar. Fra dansk side blev
salget i 1917 hovedsageligt begrundet
af gkonomiske arsager, eftersom @erne
ikke var rentable. Sukkerproduktionen
var ikke overskudsgivende, fordi jorden
efterhanden var blevet udpint. Aktuelt
spillede kgbssummen ogsa en stor rolle.

| Danmark opstod der politisk uro om selve
forlgbet af salget af Dansk Vestindien. Sal-
get blev derfor genstand for den farste
danske folkeafstemning den 14. december
1916. | den forbindelse fik kvinderne for
farste gang ret til at stemme til en folkeaf-
stemning.

The handover period 1 April to 30 Sep-
tember 1917

On 31 March 1917, the Danish West Indies
were transferred to the USA for 25 million
dollars. This day is known as TRANSFER
DAY. The Danish West Indies then changed
its name to the US Virgin Islands. (C1 post-
card /Transfer day, J. Laeby.)

The decision to sell the islands was not
made overnight. Negotiations with the USA
had been going on for many years. From
the Danish side, the sale in 1917 was main-
ly motivated by economic reasons, as the
islands were not profitable. Sugar produc-
tion was not profitable because the soil had
gradually become depleted. The purchase
price also played a major role.

In Denmark, political unrest arose over the
actual process of selling the Danish West
Indies. The sale was therefore the subject
of the first Danish referendum on 14 De-
cember 1916, when for the first time wom-
en were given the right to vote in a referen-
dum.
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| forbindelse med folkeafstemningen blev
der fremstillet protestmeerker og satiriske
postkort. Disse blev udgivet af ”Dansk
Vestindisk Samfund” i ark af 10 stk., og de
afspejlede den folelsesladede debat i of-
fentligheden om salget. Der blev ogsa ud-
givet en raekke publikationer og valgaviser
op til afstemningsdagen. Folkeafstemnin-
gen resulterede i et klart flertal for salget af
gerne til USA. Forslaget blev vedtaget med
284.000 stemmer for og 168.000 imod.
Synes man tallet er lille, skal man huske pa
at den danske befolkning totalt set kun var
pa ca. 1,5 mill.

In connection with the referendum, pro-
test labels and satirical postcards were
produced. These were published by the
Danish West Indies Society in sheets of 10
and reflected the emotional public debate
about the sale. A number of publications
and election newspapers were also issued
in the run-up to polling day. The referen-
dum resulted in a clear majority in favour of
the sale of the islands to the USA. The pro-
posal passed with 284,000 votes in favour
and 168,000 against. If you think this num-
ber is small, remember that the total Danish
population was only around 1.5 million.

Fo

Figur C2. Et satirisk postkort der blev fremstillet “for eller i mod ” salget af Dansk Vestindien til USA
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Figure C2. A satirical postcard that was produced ‘for or against’ the sale of the Danish West Indies

to the USA..

De satiriske postkort lagde op til, at be-
folkningen i vores kolonier selv skulle
stemme om deres tilhgrsforhold, men det
kom ikke pa tale. (C2 — postkort mod salget,
J. Leeby.)

Danmark solgte derfor gerne uden at spagrge
befolkningen pa Dansk Vestindien. Vi solg-
te vores landsmaend og tjente dermed nok
engang penge pa vores tidligere slaver og
deres efterkommere.

The satirical postcards suggested that the
people in the Danish colony should them-
selves vote on their relationship, but this
was out of the question. (C2 postcard
against the sale, J. Leeby.)

Denmark therefore sold the islands without
consulting the people of the Danish West
Indies. Denmark sold its compatriots and
again made money from its former slaves
and their descendants.
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Nogle har dog haevdet, at det er sandsyn-
ligt, at lokalbefolkningen selv gnskede at
bryde forbindelsen til en kolonimagt, som
ikke sikrede ordentlige levevilkar og ind-
teegtsmuligheder.

USA var seerdeles interesseret i at kebe
gerne, fordi USA mente, at der var en stor
risiko for, at tyskerne ville besaette Dansk
Vestindien og maske senere anvende gerne
som en base mod USA. Fgrste verdenskrig
var i fuld gang, og som led i Tysklands krig
mod Storbritannien og Frankrig fgrte man
den sakaldte ubadskrig.

Overdragelsestraktaten blev proklameret
den 22. januar 1917 med ikrafttraeden den
31. marts 1917. Postale forhold var en del
af denne traktat, og de skulle treede i kraft
den 1. april 1917. Da denne dato var en
sgndag, og posthusene var lukkede pa
gerne, blev mandag den 2. april anfart som
den officielle fgrste dag. (C3 - fgrstedags-
brevet 2. april, T. Gade, C4 - C5 viser yder-
ligere april breve, T. Gade.)

Der findes breve og postkort stemplet bade
den 31. marts og 1. april sendt til samme
modtager, men disse ma betragtes som
filatelistiske forsendelser.

ULINOUILL.

681

However, some have argued that it is likely
that the locals themselves wanted to sever
ties with a colonial power that did not pro-
vide decent living conditions and economic
opportunities.

The USA was particularly interested in buy-
ing the islands because it believed there
was a high risk that the Germans would oc-
cupy the Danish West Indies and perhaps
later use the islands as a base against her.
World War | was in full swing, and as part of
Germany’s fight against Britain and France,
the so-called U-boat war was being waged.

The Treaty of Transfer was proclaimed on
22 January 1917 and came into force on
31 March 1917. Postal matters were part
of this treaty and were to be effective on 1
April 1917. As this date was a Sunday and
post offices were closed on the islands,
Monday 2 April was listed as the official first
day. (C3 first day letter 2 April, T. Gade, C4
- C5 additional letters from April. T. Gade.)

There are letters and postcards date
stamped both on 31 March and 1 April sent
to the same recipient, but these must be
considered philatelic items.
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Figur C3. Farstedagsbrev — sendt 2. april 1917 til Kebenhavn og frankeret med det nye amerikanske
5 cents frimeerke. Frimeerket er annulleret med det dansk-vestindiske stempel St. Thomas. Engelsk
censur label nr. 681. (T.Gade)

Figure C3. First day cover sent 2.4.1917 to Copenhagen and franked with the new American 5 cents

stamp. The stamp was cancelled with the Danish West Indies date stamp St. Thomas. British cen-
sorship label no. 681 (T. Gade).
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Figur C4. Anbefalet brev af 2. veegtklasse sendt fra Christiansted den 4. april 1917 til New York.
Brevet er korrekt frankeret. Hgjst usaedvanligt er der i kombination med de almindelige amerikan-
ske frimeerker ogsa anvendt det amerikanske 10 cents U.S. Registration stamp”. Det amerikanske
postvaesen stoppede med at anvende dette frimaerke i 1913, men accepterede at de allerede cirkul-
erende 10 cents frimeerker fortsat kunne anvendes. Brevet er ankomststemplet New York den 15.
april 1917. (T.Gade)

Figure C4. Registered letter of 2nd weight class sent from Christiansted on 4.4.1917 to New York.
The letter is correctly franked. Most unusually, the ‘10 cent US Registration stamp’ is also used in
combination with the ordinary American stamps. The US Postal Service had stopped using this
stamp in 1913, but accepted that the 10 cent stamps remaining in circulation could still be used. The
letter is postmarked New York on 15.4.1917 (T. Gade).
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Figur C5. Brev med engelsk censur sendt som en tryksag i 2. vaegtklasse frankeret med et ameri-
kansk 2 cents frimeerke og annulleret med det dansk-vestindiske stempel St. Thomas den 3. april
1917. Brevet er accepteret pa postkontoret i St. Thomas, men ikke accepteret som en tryksag i
Porto Rico. Dette betyder, at brevet er underfrankeret med 3 cents og derforblev sat i porto med 30
centimes. Modtager métte betale 24 ore ved modtagelsen. Ankomststemplet i Kebenhavn den 16.
maj 1917 — brevet har veeret 43 dage undervejs. (T.Gade)

Figure C5. Letter with British censorship sent as 2nd weight class printed matter franked with an
American 2 cents stamp and cancelled with the Danish West Indies date stamp St. Thomas on
3.4.1917. The letter was accepted at the post office in St. Thomas, but not accepted as a printed
matter in Porto Rico. This meant that the item was underfranked by 3 cents and therefore 30 gold
centimes postage due was assessed. The recipient had to pay 24 ogre on receipt. Date stamped on
arrival in Copenhagen on 16.5.1917, the letter had been 43 days in transit (T. Gade).
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| henhold til traktaten var det aftalt, at bade
Dansk Vestindiens hidtidige frimaerker og
amerikanske frimaerker kunne anvendes —
ogsaikombination-ien6 maneders periode.
(C4 REC brev incl.10 cents, T. Gade, C5 2
cents brevet sat i porto, T. Gade og C6 /
Frederiksted brev 25 bit til Danmark, T.
Gade.)

According to the treaty, it was agreed that
both the stamps of the Danish West Indies
and the USA could be used in mixed frank-
ings for a six month period. (C4 Registered
letter bearing 10 cents stamp, T. Gade, C5
2 cents postage due letter, T. Gade and C6
Frederiksted letter 25 bit to Denmark, T.
Gade.)

THE NATIONAL BANK OF THE DANISH WEST INDIES

FREDERIKSTED, ST. CROIX, D. W. L

4894

Holmens EKonnl.

Egbenhavn,

Dommarks

Figur C6. Brev sendt fra Frederiksted 21. april 1917 til Kebenhavn. Korrekt frankeret med det dansk-
vestindiske frimeerke Christian X 25 bit. Engelsk censur label 4894. Ankomststempel den 6. juni

1917. (T.Gade)

Figure C6. Letter sent from Frederiksted on 21 April 1917 to Copenhagen. Correctly franked with
the Danish West Indies Christian X 25 bit stamp. British censorship label 4894. Arrival date stamp

on 6 June 1917 (T. Gade).

Overdragelsesperioden sluttede 30. sep-
tember 1917.

Kombinationsfrankering ser man tit, dog er
naesten alle filatelistisk fremstillet. De fleste
af disse breve er sendt til Otto Kieldrup, men
ogsa navnet LV. Nielsen og A. J Ngrgaard
forekommer. Brevene er tit overfrankeret
og altid sendt lokalt. Brevene findes bade
afstemplet med det danske og det ameri-
kanske stempel. Breve, som ikke er filate-
listisk fremstillet og sendt korrekt frankeret
med frimeerker fra bade Dansk Vestindien
og USA, er meget sjeeldne. (C7 Mix brev 2
x 10 bit og 1 cent sendt til DK, T. Gade.)

The handover period ended 30 Septem-
ber 1917

Mixed frankings are often seen, but al-
most all are philatelically produced. Most of
these letters were sent to Otto Kieldrup, but
the names L. V. Nielsen and A. J. Ngrgaard
also appear. The letters are often over
franked and are always sent locally. They
are cancelled with both the Danish and the
American hand stamps. Letters that are not
philatelically produced and sent correctly
franked with stamps from both the Danish
West Indies and the USA are very rare. (C7
Mixed franking letter 2 x 10 bit and 1 cent
sent to Denmark, T. Gade.)
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Figur C7. Brev sendt med engelsk censur fra Christiansted den 21. april 1917 til Kebenhavn.
Kombinationsfrankering - frimaerkerne er stemplet med det dansk-vestindiske stempel Christianst-
ed. Brevet er korrekt frankeret. Ankomststempel 7. juni 1917. (T.Gade)

Figure C7. Letter sent with British censorship from Christiansted on 21.4.1917 to Copenhagen. The
mixed franking is cancelled with the Danish-West Indian handstamp Christiansted.
The letter is correctly franked. Arrival postmark 7.6.1917 (T. Gade).

Valutakursen,somvargeeldendeefteroverdrag-
elsen betad, at 5 bit var lig med 1 U.S. cent.
Det betad, at fx udenlandske breve skulle
frankeres med 25 bit eller 5 cents. Ved in-
denlandske breve var portoen 10 bit eller 2
cents.

Efter det amerikanske flag var hejst lardag
den 31. marts 1917, overtog den nye U.S.
Postmaster de tidligere Dansk Vestindiske
postkontorer pa gerne. Fra dette tidspunkt
var det kun muligt at kebe amerikanske
frimaerker, og dermed kunne Dansk Vestin-
diske frimaerker kun anvendes, hvis de var
tilgeengelige pa private haender.

Af en eller anden grund var den nye U.S
Postmaster ikke i besiddelse af amerikan-
ske annulleringsstempler, og posthusene
pa gerne fortsatte derfor med at anvende
de gamle dansk-vestindiske stempler et
godt stykke ind i transferperioden. Det sen-
est kendte brev er afstemplet Christiansted
den 19. maj 1917.

The exchange rate that applied after the
transfer meant that 5 bit were equal to 1
US cent. This meant that foreign letters, for
example, had to be franked with 25 bit or
5 cents. For domestic letters, the postage
was 10 bit or 2 cents.

After the American flag was raised on Sat-
urday 31 March 1917, the new US Post-
master took over the former Danish West
Indies post offices on the islands. From this
point on, it was only possible to buy Ameri-
can stamps, and thus Danish West Indies
stamps could only be used if they were al-
ready in private hands.

For some reason, the new US Postmaster
was not in possession of American cancel-
lers, so the post offices on the islands con-
tinued to use the old Danish West Indies
handstamps well into the transfer period.
The last known letter is postmarked Chris-
tiansted on 19 May 1917.
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Det var i gvrigt den fungerende U.S. Post-
master fra Porto Rico der overtog postkon-
toret i St. Thomas. Han fungerede kun i en
kort periode som postmester, hvorefter det
igen blev den tidligere danske postmester
Carstensen, der fortsatte pa det amerikan-
ske postkontor pa St. Thomas.

Om eftermiddagen fredag den 31. marts
1917 blev det danske flag straget, efter at
musikkorpset havde spillet ” Kong Chris-
tian”.C8 Postkort ”0Old Glory” T. Gade.

Postkort med Dannebrogs sidste dag. Dan-
mark havde officielt solgt sin sidste trope-
koloni.

Der skal lyde en seerlig tak til Benny Win-
ther, Frank Banke og Matthew Kewriga
USA, med bidrag af illustrationer.

Incidentally, it was the acting US Postmas-
ter from Porto Rico who took over the post
office in St Thomas. He served as postmas-
ter only for a short period, after which it was
the former Danish postmaster Carstensen
who continued at the US post office on St
Thomas.

On the afternoon of Friday 31 March 1917,
the Danish flag was lowered after the band
had played ‘King Christian’. (C8 Postcard
‘Old Glory’ T. Gade).

Postcard showing the last day of Dann-
ebrog. Denmark had officially sold its last
tropical colony.

Special thanks to Benny Winther, Frank
Banke and Matthew Kewriga for contribut-
ing illustrations.

Transfer Scene: “Old Glory” Hoisted at St Thomas, W. 1., U, 8. 4.

Figur C8. Postkort "Ole Glory” .

Figure C8. Postcard ‘Old Glory'’.
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